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Cleanup posed for Oronogo, Duenweg mines
EPA proposal targets starting point in Tri-State field

By Michasl Fisherty
Otteway News Service

WASHINGTON — Federal envi
ronmenital officials Tuesday saad
Jasper Countys mmng distnct

¢ should be demgnated a harardous
 waste mte and quabfy for money
from the Superfund to help clean up
the abandonad lead munes m the
- Joplin ares
© The announcement could alwo
| mean the ares will be eligible for
. funds from the states program to
‘ clean up sbandoned mne mtea,
' The Environmental Protection
' on Tuesday released 1its
update of the Natonal
" Pnonties List, adding 229 new mtes
. to the hst of the nation s hazardous
. waste ites ehgble for federal clean
' up funds
" On the hst s the Oronogo-Duen-
I wee muming belt. part of the mining

B8y Wally Xennedy

TrState Distnct nught qualfy for
Globe St Wriar

longterm cleanup action under the
Superfund law
Its back to where it started 140 If the OrooogoDuenweg Mimung
years ugo Belt s placed on the bLst, it would
The Environmental Protection mean thst federal and state agencies
Agency 1 propomng the placement are now working o correct the
of what 1t has dubbed the Oranogo- surface- and ground water pollution
Duenweg Mirung Belt on the Na- problems that exst at lead and ainc
tonal Prnonties last of hazardous mining sitea 1 each portion of the
waste mites. TnState Distnict.
The nuning belt, mte of some of  The maning began 1in Southwest
the earhest lead prospeching in the Massoun, moved to Southeast Kan-

sas and then to Northeast Oklaho-
ma.

The Tar Creek ate at Pacher
Okla. was placed on the National
Pronties List in 1982, It was ranked
83 the woest mte among 115 1n the
naton, Between 1982 and 1086, the
EPA and state sgencies spent $57
milion on the pluggng of sban-
doned wells and water-diverson
projects in the Picher field
Six mumng mtes 1 Cherokee
County Kan were placed on the

hist 1n 1983 The group of milce was
rankad 56th among 538 natinwide.
Smece then, the EPA snd siate
agentaea have committed more than
$11 oulhon to a clesnup plan that
sddreases the water-pollubon prob-
lems st Galens, the first smite
Biforts tg place the Oronogo-
Duenweg Muung Belt on the nation-

al List mt August 1985 when
EPA mv determmed that
oo ns to those in Chero-

3

thinks creating the Superfund eite m
Jasper County 15 2 good dea
Weve never had a Superfiund
mrte that wasn t controversial, sawd
Jack McGraw an EPA asastant
admumistrator 1 charge of the

the
desigmation and those who want the
yob done move quickly he said.
After the EPA reviews the com
menta, 1t will decude whether to
make Jasper County a Superfund
site McCraw sand 97 percent of the
proposed mtes become eligible for
federsl cleanup fundas.
There are 799 mtes and 378

areas that extend into Kaness and mme mites contain an estimated 10
Oklahoma Mines i Cnerckee milhon tons of tulings and waste
Kan, and Ottaws County pales. Zanc and lend from the mines

Okla were declared federal Super are leaching into ground water n
fund utes in 1983 the regpon  Actave {or more than 100
In Jasper County abandoned years, the mines were abandoned in

the 19608 and have mince filled with
water

Testa done m 1977 by the US
Geological Survey found water 1n
parts of the county was polluted
with ane, lead and cadmium.

The annowlement Tuesday wnll
not result n an uympediate flow of
federa) funda, however The EPA hst
1 only proposes mtes, which means
the public will have two months to
tell the govemment whether 1t

proposed mtes on the National
Prioriies Last. The EPA has found
28 000 mtes across the country that
potentially are hazardous. So far 32 ¢
sites have been cleaned up by the
FPA mnce the program was created
n 1981 j
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